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Dodecahedron, in geometry, a regular
solid with twelve faces.

Dodecanese Islands, a name derived
from the Greek words dodeca and nesos,
meaning twelve islands, and applied to the
group of islands in the -^Egean Sea, lying off
the s.w. coast of Asia Minor. It consists of the
Islands of Stampolia, Searpanto, Caso, Pis-
copi, Nisiro, Colimno, Lero, Patino, ancient
Patmos, Cos, Simi, Calchi, Lepso and a num-

Dodecahedron.

ber of small uninhabited islets. At the close
of World War I they were allotted to Italy
by the treaty with Turkey. They were seized
by the Germans in 1943, and restored to the
Greeks in Oct., 1944.

Dodecatlieon, a genus of hardy plants
belonging to the order Primulacese, They are
popularly known as American Cowslips or
Shooting Stars.

Dodge, Charles Richards (1847; dec.),
American textile fiber expert. In 1870 he
began his study of fibres and in 1890 was
made special agent of the Department of
Agriculture to investigate fibres and the
fibre industries. He published many reports
and a valuable Dictionary of the Fibre Plants
of the World. He was decorated by the
French government and was a member of
many scientific societies.

Dodge, Grace Hoadley (1856-1914),
American social worker, was born in New
York. She was, besides a prolific writer and
editor, a member of the New York City
School Board, Treasurer of Teachers College,
Columbia University, president of the Work-
ing Girls Society, president of the National
Board of the Y. W. C. A. and a member of
the world's committee.

Dodge, Grenville Mellen (1831-1916),
American soldier and civil engineer. Resign-
ing from the army in 1866, he took charge of
the construction of the Union Pacific Rail-
road, Later he built the Texas and Pacific
Railroad and became interested in railroad

construction in France, Germany, Canada,
and Mexico.
Dodge, Mary Abigail (1833-96), Ameri-
can author, was born in Hamilton, Mass.,
from which town she took the pseudonym
'Gail Hamilton.' She was a cousin of Mrs.
James G. Blaine, whom she assisted in social
matters during the latter's Washington life.
She began literary work with Country Living
and Thinking (1862), and published books
at more or less frequent intervals until her
death. She also wrote much for children, and
was a member of the staff of Our Young
Folks from 1865 to 1867.
Dodge, Mary Elizabeth Mapes (1838-
1905), American author. Her Irvington Sto-
ries (1864) for children met with success, and
was followed by Hans Brinker, or the Silver
Skates (1865), which became a juvenile clas-
sic. On the establishment of St. Nicholas Mrs.
Dodge became its editor; this position she re-
tained until her death.
Dodge, William Earl (1804-83), Ameri-
can merchant. He was elected to Congress as
a Republican in 1866, was president of the
N. Y. Chamber of Commerce for several
terms.
Dodge City, tn., Kan., co. seat of Ford co.,
is a shipping point and distributing center for
an agricultural and stock-raising region; p.
8,487.
Dodgson, Charles Liitwidge. See Car-
roll, Lewis.
Dodo (Didus ineptus), an extinct flightless
pigeon, which lived in Mauritius until 1681,
if not later. It was larger than a turkey, had
a huge bill, short legs, and is stated to have
laid a single large egg on a mass of grass.
Do dona, one of the most ancient religious
centers in Greece, famous for its oracle of
Zeus. The priests were called Selli; they in-*
terpreted the will of the god in answer to
questions of the oracle, which was signified by
the rustling of the wind through the leaves of
oak or beech trees.
Dodsley, Robert (1703-64), English
bookseller and author. With the proceeds of
his works and the assistance of Pope he set
up as bookseller in Pall Mall, becoming one
of the most enterprising London publishers of
the day, and putting out works for Pope,
Johnson, and Goldsmith.
Dog, a term which is used in a general sense
to designate the animals known as wolves,
foxes, jackals, wild dogs, and in a more re-
stricted sense for the varieties of the domesti-
cated dog and the Australian dingo. In the
first meaning it is applied to the members oi